
It is amazing that one should have to plead for 
American independence in a nation with a 
heritage such as ours. What foreign influence 
has sprung up amoung us? Where is the blood of
such leaders as Washington, Jefferson, and 
Lincoln? There is no division amoung us about 
the defense of our own country. We have always 
been ready to fight against the interference of 
foreign powers in our affairs. 

If need be, we are ready to die, as our forefathers
have died before us when necessaty arose. It is 
only when we are asked to take part in the 
quarrels of foreign countries that we devide. 
Only when we're asked to merge our destiny 
with that of foreign lands. Only when an attempt
is made to transfer loyalty for America to loyalty
for some other nation. With an army, a navy, and
an air-corps of high quality and reasonable size 
we could have maintained our position with 
safety at home and respect abroad. But today 
while we listen to talk of airplanes, guns, and 
battleships, costing figures so astronomical that 
they compare only with our national debt, we 
found ourselves in confusion at home and under 
ridicule abroad. 

All the lessons of Europe have passed unheeded 
before us. The efford that should have been 
devoted to the welfare of our own nation has 
been spread ineffectively over difficulties of the 
other parts of the world. If we desire strength 
and freedom and independence for our country 
the first step must be to insure ourselves of 
leadership which is entirely and unequivocally 
American. 

When a man is drafted to serve in the armed 
forces of our country, he has the right to know 
that his government has the independent destiny 
of America as its objective, and that he will not 
be sent to fight in the wars of foreign lands. 

Es ist erstaunlich, dass man sich für die 
Unabhängigkeit Amerikas in einer Nation mit 
einem Erbe wie dem unseren einsetzen muss. 
Welcher ausländische Einfluss ist in uns 
aufgekommen? Wo ist das Blut von Führern wie 
Washington, Jefferson und Lincoln? Es gibt 
keine Spaltung zwischen uns über die 
Verteidigung unseres eigenen Landes. Wir waren
stets bereit, gegen die Einmischung 
ausländischer Mächte in unsere Angelegenheiten
zu kämpfen. 

Wenn nötig, sind wir bereit zu sterben, wie 
unsere Vorfahren vor uns gestorben sind, als die 
Notwendigkeit aufkam. Nur dann, wenn wir 
aufgefordert werden, an den 
Auseinandersetzungen fremder Länder 
teilzunehmen, sind wir gespalten. Nur dann, 
wenn wir aufgefordert werden, unser Schicksal 
mit dem der fremden Länder zu verschmelzen. 
Nur wenn ein Versuch unternommen wird, 
Loyalität für Amerika auf Loyalität für eine 
andere Nation zu übertragen. Mit einer Armee, 
einer Marine und einem Luftkorps von hoher 
Qualität und angemessener Größe hätten wir 
unsere Position mit Sicherheit im Inland und 
Respekt im Ausland behaupten können. Aber 
heute, während wir uns die Reden über 
Flugzeuge, Kanonen und Schlachtschiffe 
anhören, die in so astronomischen Zahlen 
ausgedrückt sind, dass sie nur mit unserer 
Staatsverschuldung vergleichbar sind, befinden 
wir uns in Verwirrung im Inland und werden im 
Ausland verspottet.

Alle Lehren Europas sind an uns unbeachtet 
vorübergezogen. Die Bemühungen, die dem 
Wohlergehen unserer eigenen Nation hätten 
gewidmet werden sollen, wurden unwirksam auf
die Schwierigkeiten anderer Teile der Welt 
verteilt. Wenn wir Stärke, Freiheit und 
Unabhängigkeit für unser Land wünschen, muss 
der erste Schritt darin bestehen, uns eine 
Führung zu sichern, die vollständig und 
unmissverständlich amerikanisch ist. 

Wenn ein Mann zum Dienst in den Streitkräften 
unseres Landes eingezogen wird, hat er das 
Recht zu wissen, dass seine Regierung das 
unabhängige Schicksal Amerikas zum Ziel hat 
und dass er nicht zum Kämpfen in den Kriegen 
fremder Länder geschickt wird. 



When men are called upon to fight and die for 
their country there must not be even the remotest
question of foreign influence involved.

Wenn die Menschen aufgerufen sind, für ihr 
Land zu kämpfen und zu sterben, darf es nicht 
einmal die entfernteste Frage nach Beteiligung 
ausländischen Einflusses geben.

Für den Film wurden nur Teile der Rede verwendet. Die vollständige Rede im Folgenden: 

"I come before you tonight to enter a plea for American independence. It is amazing that one should
have to plead for American independence in a nation with a heritage such as ours; in a nation which 
in its infancy revolted against foreign control, and whose people have fought time and time again 
against the armies and interference of the Old World. Yet the independence and the destiny of 
America were never more in jeopardy than they are today. During the first century and a quarter of 
our existence a free and independent people we opposed, and opposed ccessfully, all the major 
powers in Europe. At the same time that our forefathers pushed through the wilderness to the 
Pacific they forced, one after another, England, France and Spam to discontinue their interference 
with American affairs.

We won our independence from England when we were a nation of less than 4,000,000 people. We 
numbered only 10,000,000 when the Monroe Doctrine was established. With a population of 
35,000,000, even though we had just emerged from four years of civil war, we made France remove
her invading armies from Mexico. Later in the century, with a population of 75,000,000 we forced 
Spain to withdraw entirely from the New World.

Why, then, with 130,000,000 people, are we being told that we must give up our independent 
position, that our frontiers lie in Europe and that our destiny will be decided by European armies 
fighting upon European soil? What has happened to this nation that it fears in maturity the forces 
that it conquered in its youth? What change has come over us? Where is the blood of such leaders 
as Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln; blood that stood firm on American soil against the threats, 
the armies and the navies of the greatest empires on earth?

What we lack today is the type of leadership that made us a great nation; the type that turned 
adversity and hardship into virility and success. No one doubts that we are in the midst of a world 
crisis. No one denies that our defenses are weak, that our debt is great, that dissatisfaction is rising 
among us. We do not question the need for rearmament, for reform, for a better economic system.

What we do question is the leadership that has brought these conditions upon us. We question that 
the men who were unable to foresee these conditions in time to avoid them, who could not foresee 
the war in time to prepare for it, who refused to believe the reports of rearming abroad when there 
was still time to take action, are now competent to carry this nation successfully through a period of
great crisis.

Under their leadership we have alienated the most powerful military nations of both Europe and 
Asia, at a time when we ourselves are unprepared for action, and while the people of our nation are 
overwhelmingly opposed to war.

There is no question about the fundamental courage and solidarity of Americans when our national 
welfare is at stake. There is no division among us about the defense of our own country. We have 
always been ready to fight against the interference of foreign powers in our affairs. If need be, we 
are ready to die for the independence of America, as our forefathers have died before us when 
necessity arose.



On a clearly American issue we stand a united nation. It is only when we are asked to take part in 
the quarrels of foreign countries that we divide; only when we are asked to merge our destiny with 
that of other lands; only when an attempt is made to transfer loyalty for America to loyalty for some
other nation.

The fact is today that we are divided; we have not confidence in our leaders. We have not 
confidence in their efficiency or in their judgment.

Instead of a Washington warning us against the wiles of foreign influence and excessive partiality 
for any nation, we are told that our frontiers lie in Europe.

Instead of a Lincoln telling us that if danger ever reach us it must spring up amongst us, and that it 
cannot come from abroad, we are informed that we may be invaded from the ice-bound mountains 
of Greenland; and by fleets of non-existent transatlantic bombers.

We find the same men who have led us to the greatest national debt in our history now telling us 
that as a nation we are weak and unprepared; that we must appropriate more billions of dollars and 
devote more years of time to building up our military forces. These same leaders who have failed to
solve even our peace-time problems, who have a consistent record of promise followed by failure, 
now ask us to put ourselves in their hands again as they lead us steadily toward that climax of all 
political failure—war.

They do not tell us openly what their intentions are. They say we should leave our decisions and our
destiny to specialists—to their particular specialists—to the same specialists who have made us a 
weakened nation in the center of an antagonistic world.

They harangue us about "democracy," yet they leave us with less knowledge of the direction in 
which we are headed than if we were citizens of a "totalitarian" State. We aretold that we are being 
prepared to defend America at the same time that orders are placed for the type and quantity of 
armament that would be used for a war in Europe.

We do not need untold thousands of military aircraft unless we intend to wage a war abroad. What 
we do need is a thoroughly modern and efficient Air Corps, trained, equipped and maintained for 
the specific mission of American defense. What we need even more, however, is balanced action, a 
clear-cut plan and a consistent attitude.

Adequate defense does not necessitate this alarm and confusion. With intelligent leadership, we 
could have built an impregnable defense for America without disturbing seriously our national life 
and industry. We have already spent more than enough money to have done this.

With an Army, a Navy and an Air Corps of high quality and reasonable size, we could have 
maintained our position with safety at home and respect abroad. But today, while we listen to talk of
aircraft, guns and battleships, couched in figures so astronomical that they compare only to our 
national debt, we find ourselves in confusion at home, and under ridicule abroad.

The same thing is happening to us that happened to England and France. We have been led to debt 
and weakness, and now we are being led toward war. Instead ofbuilding their own national strength,
the peacetime leaders of England and France told their people that security lay abroad, that the best 
way to defend their own countries was to fight for Poland. They followed this advice and failed.

Now we in America are being told under similar circumstances, and by leaders of similar caliber 



that our security lies abroad; that the best way to defend our own country is to defend England. All 
the lessons of Europe have passed unheeded before us. The effort that should have been devoted to 
the welfare of our own nation has been spread ineffectively over the difficulties of other parts of the
world. The attention that should have been concentrated on the defense of America has been divided
by a controversy over what part we should take in the wars of Europe.

If we desire strength, and freedom, and independence for our country, the first step must be to 
assure ourselves of leadership which is entirely and unequivocally American. When a man is 
drafted to serve in the armed forces of our country, he has the right to know that his government has
the independent destiny of America as its objective, and that he will not be sent to fight in the wars 
of a foreign land.

The doctrine that we must enter the wars of Europe, in order to defend America, will be fatal to our 
nation if we follow it."


